
    What?  WELS Missionary Conference
  When?  January 16-18th, 2019
 Where?  Atlanta Airport Marriott
 4711 Best Road
 Atlanta, GA 30337

Lutheran Outreach to a
Post-Christian World

Speaker: Tim Spiegelberg is a 2003 graduate of WLS. He was called to WELS 
exploratory work in Firestone, CO in May of 2014. Today Tim serves a three-
year-old church called Carbon Valley Lutheran. 

Topic: Nurturing Prospects 
Nurturing (prospect) relationships is emotional and cognitive, organic and data 
driven, messy and sequential. This presentation will discuss how to develop 
prospect relationships which grow organically, have room to breathe and 
develop at their own pace yet are nurtured through constant contact, data, and 
modern communication methods. Tim will discuss the very practical matter of 
gathering data from our guests as well as give a holistic model for how to use 
that data sensitively in follow up.

Speaker: Lucas Bitter is a 2013 graduate of WLS. Lucas was called to city 
ministry by the SAD DMB in July of 2017. Just this past fall, he led the launch of 
Intown Lutheran Church, a church plant in the heart of Atlanta, GA.

Topic: Meeting Millennials Where They Are
In recent years, a great deal of time has been devoted to studying what has 
been called a “discontinuously different” generation. WELS has even started a 
“Millennial Taskforce” to reach out to this demographic which seems to think, 
speak, and act differently. Lucas serves in a unique ministry context for the WELS: 
a brand-new mission that is essentially being built by Millennials, for Millennials. 
He’ll relate experiences of sharing the gospel with a variety of people (ranging 
from 35-year-old double-income parents to 22-year-old single entrepreneurs) - 
as well as ministry approaches that have worked well (or not so well.) Sometimes 
discussions of generational differences feel overly philosophical - so Lucas will 
seek to bring all the polls, surveys, and demographic data down to earth with 
an approach just as concrete as the streets of his mission field in Intown Atlanta.

Join us for a conference designed to deliver practical takeaways and facilitate important conversations as 
we seek to understand and minister to a post-Christian world. Four keynote presenters coming from diverse 
contexts will deliver a deep dive into four key areas of outreach. In order to provide width as well as depth, 

the conference will also feature a number of round table discussions that will broaden the topic area as well as 
intentional time for follow-up discussion to provide attendees the opportunity to interact more deeply with the 
topics, process through applications for their specific ministries, and receive valuable resources to take home.



Speaker: Jon Bauer is a 2008 graduate of WLS. In July of 2014, Jon accepted the 
call to serve a WELS home mission in Mount Horeb, WI. He and his church, Good 
News Lutheran, have now spent five years powerfully bringing Christ to Mount 
Horeb.

Topic: Communicating Lutheran Truth to Products of a Post-Christian World
What does a Lutheran preacher in today’s mission field bring to the pulpit (or to 
the doorstep, the living room, or the coffeehouse table)? What makes his message 
different from liberal mainline Christianity on the one hand and evangelical, 
reformed Christianity on the other? More importantly, what makes it exactly what 
the products of our secular, post-Christian society are looking for (even if they don’t 
realize it)? With a focus on preaching, Jon will share insights about communicating 
Lutheran truth in the 21st-Century mission field. We’ve always known our theology 
was distinct. It’s time we fully realize its beauty - and how we can help others see 
it that way too.
 

Speaker: Jonathan Bourman is a 2008 graduate of WLS. Jonathan was installed 
as an exploratory missionary to Aiken, South Carolina in December of 2014. Today 
he pastors four-year-old Peace Lutheran.

Topic: Connecting to Your (Small-ish) Community
We all yearn to have “the favor of all the people.” (Acts 2:47) And why? So that - as 
Luke would say - the Lord can add to our number daily. This requires first having 
a reputation, but then also having a favorable one (the more difficult challenge!). 
What are some practical ways we can enhance our church’s reputation through 
powerful Lutheran ministry in order to have a chance to share the Word with always 
more people? This is a major question for all churches, but especially for many 
WELS ministries that work in small(ish) city centers or suburban settings away from 
the urban core (population centers of 50,000-100,000). Jonathan ministers there 
too and will strive to give you a thoughtful look at connecting there. 

Round Table topics include: 
Best practices for data harvesting; best practices for marketing/media such as website, MailChimp, 

signage, and social media; and discovering quality musical resources in smaller settings. 

Following each round table discussion participants will have the opportunity to connect with 
people and resources that they can bring back to their ministries.

How to Sign Up:
•  Register online at this link: https://form.jotform.com/81505120487957 In addition to 

your name, information, and choice of lunch entree for Thursday, you’ll also be asked for 
your credit card number. A conference fee will be charged to cover the cost of breakfasts, 
Thursday lunch, and refreshments.

•  Book a hotel room by calling 404-766-7900 and asking for the “WELS Missionary 
Conference” rate ($144/night).

•  The deadline for registration is November 30, 2018.

• More details will be sent when you sign up (basketball, golf, evening Gemütlichkeit, etc.).


