SERIES THEME:  Are You Ready for Christmas?

Music Notes
· You are responsible for making sure your congregation is copyright compliant.  

· I have omitted an opening hymn, instead using an Advent gathering rite as the Song of Praise.
· Come to Us, O Emmanuel can be found by following this link.  http://www.giamusic.com/search_details.cfm?title_id=754   It’s by Marty Haugen.  During Advent, the refrain says, “Come to us, O Emmanuel.”   You can also use it during Christmas, where the refrain would change to “Give of God, O Emmanuel.”   I have received permission to alter the words of the cantor.   So each week those words capture the thoughts of the lessons.   For example, in week one, in verse one the cantor sings, “O Lord, you are our Father.  We the clay and you the potter.   Our Redeemer is your name.”  Those all come from Isaiah 63, the verse lesson.   In verse 2, the cantor sings, “You enrich us in every way.  You will keep us strong to the end.  Blameless in Christ we shall stand!”   Those echo the thoughts of 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, the second lesson for that First Sunday in Advent.    The cantor melody line is very easy to learn.   Some practice will be necessary to make the words fit the syncopation of the cantor part.   One could have different cantors sing the various cantor phrases. Bouncing from male to female cantors would be interesting.   Note that this gathering rite replaces the Gloria in Advent.

· The Advent Wreath Song comes from Ritual Moments by Paul Inwood.  It replaces the Psalm of the Day throughout Advent.   You can find that collection by following this link.   http://www.giamusic.com/search_details.cfm?title_id=5104   It’s a great song that builds week after week.   It provides a good focus on the Advent Wreath custom.  It also is a nice time for the children to come forward for the children’s message.    This 
· The Verse of the Day is written by Andrew Wright.   You can find it by following this link.   http://www.ocp.org/compositions/32148   In some cases, it’s not the verse recommended for Year B.   But they all fit the theme of the day.   It’s just a nice collection.    Have choir learn the refrain, and they can lead the congregation in four part singing all four Sundays in Advent, even if they just sit in their seats.  Have different choir members learn the verses, none of which are difficult.  
· The hymns are all from CW and CWS, with the exception of My Soul Will Magnify the Lord, which is a fairly new setting of the Magnificat by Keith Getty.  You can purchase a piano setting or a “hymnal setting” (four part) at the following link.   https://www.gettymusic.com/hymns.aspx   It’s beautiful, but perhaps not the easiest just to pick up.   We are incorporating it into our midweek service, where we’ll use Vespers, which includes the Magnificat.    
